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must be accomplished at the point where it could act as a match
on ready tinder., and be sure of obtaining the greatest and most
important support. According to his analysis of all the possibilities,
Rak continued, that point was at the front (a) where hatred of
Rasputin and all he stood for was most intense, (V) where the
greatest military strength was gathered and (c) where it was pos-
sible to carry out a revolution with the advantage of military discip-
line behind it.
The plan which he laid before us was to lure Rasputin in some
way to the front., stage a rising of the soldiers against him in which
he would be murdered, and then march with the same force to
headquarters to the Tsar and demand that he set up a new Ministry
pledged to use all Russia's resources and energies to promote a
speedy conclusion to the war. The Tsar would find himself isolated
since even the Grand Dukes were in favour of a new pro-war Cabinet,
nobody at the front was likely to wish to avenge the death of Ras-
putin, and a speedy termination of the war was exactly the thing
for which officers and men alike were longing with all their souls.
With the whole army supporting the demand, the Tsar must give
way and the revolution would be over almost before it had begun.
The Empress and Protopopoff would have the ground cut from
under their feet. The death of Rasputin could become a spark to
light all Russia if accomplished in this way.
Rak's enthusiasm for his own plan was infectious. If revolution
was the only way out there was much to be said for his idea. I
could see only one big difficulty about putting it into execution.
Knowing Rasputin as I did, I could not see how it was going to be
possible to lure him to the front, for he knew he was almost univer-
sally hated there, and I could think of nothing that would induce
him to pay it a visit. But when I mentioned this obstacle to Rak he
pointed out that it was to overcome just such difficulties that we
had been called together.
We cudgelled our brains for the next hour. Someone suggested
that he might be drawn by a faked message from the Tsar com-
manding his presence, but that was vetoed by Rak because, as he
pointed out, Rasputin would be certain to consult the Empress
and she would want to know what the object of the visit was before
allowing him to travel He said also that he considered it would be
unwise to bring the name of the Tsar in any way into the plot.
But next moment he contradicted his own view, for apparently the
suggestion had given him another idea.
"Why shouldn't we send him a message saying that the Tsar is
very ill and needing his help ?" he asked, and pulled the ends of
his moustache down until they almost met under his lower lip.